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2011 TTS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • p • p • •
2006 TTS • • • • • • • • • • • • • p • p • •
2001 TTS • • • • • • • • • • • p • p •
1996 TTS • • • • • • • • • • p p p • •
1991 TTS • • • • • •
1986 TTS • • • • • •

p:  part of jurisdiction

TRANSPORTATION TOMORROW SURVEY 2011

The first attempt at a comprehensive travel survey was the Metropolitan Toronto and Region Transportation Study (MTARTS), which in 1964 conducted the first com-
prehensive urban travel survey using home interviews at a sample of approximately 3% of the households in the Toronto area. At that time, the survey area included most 
of the urban area. Subsequently, the urban area expanded and was sub-divided into a collection of regional jurisdictions. Each jurisdiction then undertook various travel 
surveys. 

Urban travel on the road and transit system does not respect jurisdictional boundaries. A committee established to discuss common transportation issues at the time 
of jurisdictional changes recognized this limitation. The first Transportation Tomorrow Survey (TTS) initiated by the coordinating committee (Toronto Area Transportation 
Planning Data Collection Steering Committee) was undertaken in 1986 when it was recognized that the fragmented approach to collecting urban travel information was 
not providing a complete representation.

The extensive use of the original TTS data led to the establishment of periodic updates and consequently a Transportation Tomorrow Survey (TTS) has been conducted 
every five years since 1986 using essentially the same survey method.

The 2011 Transportation Tomorrow Survey (TTS) is the sixth in a series of comprehensive travel surveys conducted every five years in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton 
Area (GTHA) and surrounding areas. The TTS contains detailed demographic information on all members of a surveyed household and a ledger of travel information for 
an entire weekday.

BACKGROUND

AREA OF COVERAGE
As the urban area surrounding Toronto continued to grow 

and surrounding communities became less isolated, it be-
came apparent a wider area of coverage would be benefi-
cial.

The initial TTS surveys in 1986 and 1991 were initiated by 
government agencies in the GTHA and the area of coverage 
reflected that initiative.  However, because of the growing 
urban transportation interaction between the GTHA and the 
surrounding areas, other surrounding communities were in-
vited to participate in later surveys.
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SURVEY MAGNITUDE

INFORMATION COLLECTED
Demographic Information Travel Information

Household
Characteristics

Person
Characteristics

Nature
of Trip

Means
of Travel
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2011 TTS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
2006 TTS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
2001 TTS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
1996 TTS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
1991 TTS • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
1986 TTS • • • • • • • • • • •

RECORDS AND ESTIMATES
Households Persons Trips

Records Expanded Total Records Expanded Total Records Expanded Total
2011 TTS 159,200 3,117,500 410,400 8,520,300 858,800 17,924,300
2006 TTS 149,600 2,871,200 401,700 7,705,300 864,300 16,541,700
2001 TTS 136,400 2,417,500 374,200 6,529,600 817,700 14,200,600
1996 TTS 115,200 2,317,200 312,800 6,285,100 658,000 13,185,500
1991 TTS 24,500 1,709,600 72,500 4,729,200 157,400 10,231,100
1986 TTS 61,400 1,466,100 171,100 4,063,000 370,200 8,761,000

In every survey, a random sample of households in the 
survey area was provided by a telephone subscriber listing 
service. In 1991, a smaller sample was obtained in devel-
oped urban areas. Otherwise, the size of the sample was 
determined as required to obtain a 5% sample of the occu-
pied dwelling units.

SURVEY CONTENT
All TTS are a retrospective survey of travel taken by ev-

ery member (age 11 of over) of the household during the 
day previous to the telephone (or web) contact. Until 2011, 
all information was collected by an experienced interviewer 
over the telephone. In 2011, the household was given the 
option of a telephone interviewer or completing the interview 
on-line.

The information collected and the method of collection has 
remained consistent over the six surveys and includes, char-
acteristics of the household, characteristics of each person 
in the household, and details of the trips taken by each mem-
ber of the household. Trip information includes details of any 
trips taken by transit.

Before each survey, the questions asked were reviewed 
and some additions made, which reflect the changing inter-
ests of the participating agencies.
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REPORT  CONTENT
The purpose of this report is to summarize the Transportation Tomorrow Survey data for the GTHA according to municipal boundaries. The summary is presented in 

tabular format at three levels of detail, namely the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area, each of the six Regional Municipalities and each of their respective local municipali-
ties. The information presented includes socio-demographic and travel characteristics. In addition to presenting the magnitude of the trips coming into and leaving an area, 
the summary tables also describe travel characteristics such as travel purpose, trip start time, travel distance and travel mode choice. Data from four of the six surveys, 
1986, 1996, 2006 and 2011 are presented in this report.

Although the four surveys differ in survey area, the information in this report has been made compatible to present a true comparison between the years presented. 
Hence, the information in this report includes only GTHA households. A summary of the 2011 survey data for the entire survey area is presented in the 2011 TTS report, 
“2011, 2006, 1996 and 1986 Travel Survey Summaries”. 

Information in this report is based on Version 3.1 of the 1986 TTS database, Version  2.1 of the 1996 TTS database, Version 1.0 of the 2006 TTS database and Ver-
sion 1.0 of the 2011 TTS database.

This report provides information on demographic and travel characteristics. The information is presented by local municipalities and summarized by regional munici-
palities and for the entire GTHA. Note that trips made by residents include trips in and out of the GTHA and that trips made to the area include only trips made by GTHA 
residents. In total there are 36 local municipalities and six regional municipalities in the GTHA. In addition, there is a separate summary for historical areas of the Cities 
of Hamilton and Toronto. 

To reflect the fact that all numbers presented in this report are estimates based on expanded survey data, all numeric figures are rounded. Totals and subtotals are 
rounded to the nearest 100 for all data presented in this report. All percentages are rounded to the nearest integer. No information is presented for categories that have 
less than four observations or survey records. These categories are denoted by an asterisk (*). Some categories were not part of the survey for all 4 years listed and n/a 
was used to denote that no information is available for a characteristic for a given year.

Invalid survey responses are dealt with in two ways. The response is grouped under the “other” category if one is available (travel mode, for example). Otherwise, invalid 
responses are distributed proportionately (based on the valid responses) between the available categories.

A definition of terms is displayed interactively if the pdf file is downloaded. Simply hold the cursor over the variable in question and a pop-up box will display the informa-
tion.

For complete and detailed coverage of all aspects of the surveys, please refer to the reports available at:

	 http://www.dmg.utoronto.ca/reports/ttsreports.html
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